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Research Note 



The date of publication of section 16 ? 
corrigenda quaedam et addenda ? 
of Dunker’s Novitates Conchologicae> 
Series II ? Marina Mollusca 


Although the date 1870 was printed on the title page of 
the final section of Dunkers Novitates Conchologicae , 
Series II, Marina Mollusca , (section 16, corrigenda 
quaedam et addenda ), that section was erroneously 
dated 1878 in Johnsons (1969) collation of the work. 
Johnsons date was based on dated wrappers and other 
evidence from copies in the library of the Museum 
of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University and 
in Johnsons personal library. Pages 137-144 of the 
Novitates were received at the Harvard Library on 
February 14, 1879, and Johnsons 1878 date is based 
upon this date of receipt. Prior to Johnsons published 
collation, this section was dated variously as 1871 and 
1876. The date of publication is significant because Dun- 
ker described a new species, Fasciolaria heynemanni, 
in the addenda , and this information fixes its date of 
description. 

The name heynemanni was immediately used and has 
been well known since its publication, but no one associ¬ 
ated a date with the name during its first 100 years 
except von Martens (1904: 30), who used 1871. After 
that citation no others were made (with a date) until 
Kilburn (1974: 206) reiterated the 1871 date. Since that 
time at least 11 authors have variously used the dates 
1871 and 1876. 

The 1876 date traces to Kobelt in Kiister and Kobelt 
(1876: 139), who cited Dunkers publication and quoted 
Dunkers description; Snyder (2003) cited that usage as 
“Drinker in Kiister and Kobelt, 1876,” i.e., a citation of 
Dunkers work prior to its later publication, but Abbott 
and Dance (1982: 183), Goto and Poppe (1996: 388), and 
Mallard and Robin (2005:8) simply used “Dunkcr, 
1876.” As a further complication, Kobelt (1875: 363) 
also cited the name and a figure in his catalogue, evi¬ 
dently anticipating that his larger (1876) work would 
be published prior to the catalogue. Ruhoff (1980) is 
unclear on this issue. Although she cited dates of 1858- 
1870 for Dunkers Novitates Conchologicae, she did not 
include Fasciolaria heynemanni among new names 
introduced between 1850 and 1870. 

We discovered a reference to Fasciolaria heynemanni 
by Tryon (1871: 36) that prompted us to examine the 
copy of Dunkers work in the library of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. That copy bears a 
donation label indicating that it was a gift of T.B. Wilson. 
All gifts to the Academy library are catalogued with the 


date of the gift, so it was straightforward to find that 
Wilson made his presentation to the Academy in 1871. 
Tryon s note was published on 1 August 1871, so Wilsons 
gift must have been received earlier that year. Article 21.2 
of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, 
Fourth Edition (1999) states: “The date of publication 
specified in a work is to be adopted as correct in the 
absence of evidence to the contrary.” Taking into account 
the time for sea travel from Germany to Philadelphia, 
we believe that this section could have been published 
in 1870, as indicated on its title page. As no clear evidence 
has been found to indicate an 1871 publication date, we 
advocate adoption of the 1870 date as specified by the 
Code. 

In other taxonomic actions in this section, Dunker 
(1871) reclassified Anomalocardia latmncularia Romer 
in the genus Crytogramma; placed Mactra liihdorfi 
Dunker in synonomy with Mactra sachalinensis Schrenk; 
and reclassified Ricinula speciosa Dunker as a variety of 
Ricinula reeveana Crosse. 
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